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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE — Sheets are owing to a Requeſt, which Two 
honourable and eminent Perſenages in the Law were pleaſed 
to make me at the laſi Aſſizes at Gloceſter. As I have 
no Intent of publiſhing this Piece (at leaſt for ſome Years to 
come, and 'till it has received great Improvements) I would have 


ſent Copies of it in Manuſcript, 7 to the honourable Gentlemen, 


who fet me upon the Work, and then to ſome other particular 
Perſons, whom TI am proud to call my Friends ;—could T have 
got an Amanuenſis proper for the Purpoſe. But finding that 
the tranſcribing Part would be almoſt endleſs, and at laſt perhaps 
dearer than the Preſs, I have uſed this commodious Machine 
once more, as the moſt exact and expeditious Tranſcriber. And 
the Margins are left as broad as in the former Trafts, 11 order 
to receive the Benefit of the Corrections and Ame ndments of foe 
FJudicious. 


* peruſing the following Papers ſome Readers will be apt te 
© Doth the Author expect, That a Scheme fo complicated, 

ry 7 fo totally different from the preſent Syſtem, will ever be 
* executed?” My Anſwer is, hat my Expectations are very 
moderate on that Head,—1 do believe, That ſome Plan or 3 
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iy ADVERTISEMENT. 


, the Nature and Tendency of that ſubmiſſively here propoſed, 
ought to be tried : But whether any thing of the Kind ever will, 


ts a Point, concerning which I have Doubts not a few. I muſt 


therefore leave the Fate of this, as well as that of muny other 
of my wwell-meant Propoſals to Length of Time, which now and 
then brings thoſe Things to paſs, that at firſt Sight appeared very 
unlikely, Several Inſtances of this Kind might be produced, were 
it neceſſary : And the Iixamples of ſome extraordinary Revolu- 
tions iu the political Ways of thinking and acting of many People 
are tco recent to be forgotten, Were the preſent Scheme ever to 
become a popular one, it would certainly be executed, though its 


Diſiculties and Imperfections were Ten Times greater than they 
are: But without Popularity, in ſuch a Conſtitution as our:, the 


beſt Syſtem that ever the Wit of Man could deviſe, would be de- 
 ſpiſed and neglected, and perhaps, together with its Author, re- 


cite much worſe Treatment, 


In this Place, as the Opportunity ſerves, it may not be ami 


to offer ſome Apology for delaying the Publication of the Elements 
of Commerce; a Treatiſe which hath been promiſed ſeme time 
azo,—Indeed in the Senſe which Apologies of this Sort are uſually 
neceſſary, there is no need of any. For no» Money hath been 
received for Subſeriptions ; nor any Laft of Subſcribers a: cempted 
to be taken: But on the contrary, I have been at à very con- 
ſiderable Expence in printing off large Specimens of the Work, 
and diſtributing them about. Therefore the Reaſons which J now 


ſubmit with Deference to the Fudgment of the Reader, are of 


another Kind. 


In the firſt Place, the Arts of Peace are but little attended to, 
and leſs underſtood in Times of War. — J tell a Nation, fluſhed 
with Conqueſts, that Trade doth not depend upon Victories, and 
that it never can be acquired by Power, but will always find its 
Way to the cheaper, even tho it ſhould be the vanquiſhed Country, 
is what they will not believe :—Or if they do believe it, they 
will nevertheleſs prefer the ſhining and rapid Acquiſitions of the 
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turns of Wealth, «which ariſe only from a greater Goodneſs and 
Cheapne /s of Manufa#ures. To knock a Man on the Head is tr 
take from him his All at once; and this is a Short and compendious 
Way : But to excite that Man (who perhaps is called your Enemy) 
to greater Induſtry and Sobriety, to conſider him as a Cujiomer tg 
you, and yourſelN as a Cuſtomer to him, fo that the richer both of 
you are, the better it may be for each 5ther ; and, in ſhort, to 
promote a mutual Trade to mutual Benefit — 7 his 1s a Kind of 
Reaſoning which is as unintelligible at preſent, as the 
ein the Time of Galileo, And 27 1s well, if the Broacher 
of fo range a Doctrine doth eſcape the Cenſure of Heterodoxy in 


OMMmerce . 


neighbouring Kingdom, and the fierce Averſion they expy es 
againſt being put upon as good, and indeed exattly the ſame 911 
with theſe, whom they jometimes term their Oppreflors, (i. e 
the unaccountable nmity they ſheww age.” lf having the heat Ly 
Oppreſſions they complain of removed) is another Reaſon for de- 
laying the Publ:,ation of this Work Je bete a Man an Enemy 
# Ireland 7s « rt and conciſe Way of proving bim to be one.— 
Whether he ts ſuch, or not, is another Queſtion, which may 
leiſurely be determined afterwards. But really ſuch Sort of 
Confutations carry with them ſo ſtrong a Conviction, pat few 
People would chuje to diſpute the Point with Antagoniſts 4 cf this 
Coft. I}, bile 9 — fare the Patriots of Ireland chu/e : 2 boar the 
Burden of above Ons HunpareD Taxes ore than the Englith ; 
f which is the real Fact, as may be ſeen by comparing their Book 


abſurd, impoyerithing,” and oppreſſive that can ever be con- 
ceived: I ſay, while they prefer the retaining of theſe Chains 
and Ferters upon themſelves, rather than be freed from them, 


while they are moſt violently angry with any Perſon, who would 
bur propeſe to. ſet them free What hath any one to do, but 
5 70 
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ADVERTISEMENT. „ 


Sreord to the filent Progreſs of Induſiry, and to thoſe flow Re- 


In the next Place, the ftrange Ferment now prevailing in à 


of Rates with ours, and which Taxes are ſome of the moſt 


which an Union with England would inſtantly effett ; —Nay, | 
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vi ADVERTISEMENT, 


to fit down quietly, and to let the preſent Infatuation Spend it/elf, 
and have its Run ?— At leaſt this is the Courſe which, in my 
Apprebenſion, ſeems moſt eligible for me to take at preſent. 


Brine. Josi Tucker. 
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A. The Court Rooms, and the Apartments for the Maſter and Miſtreſs, 
The Kitchen and Eating-Place for the Female Poor. 
The Kitchen and Eating-Place for the Male-Poor, 

D. The Ground-Wards and Galleries over them for lodging the Female Poor, 


E. The Ground-Wards and Galleries over them for lod 


The Houſe of Correction for the Female Poor. 

The Houſe of Correction for the Male Poor. 

N. B. If. tbere ſhould be a Want of Room on the Female Side of the Houſe, as probably there 
ould be, eſpecially as all the young Children, whether Male or Female, would be under 


the Care ef Women, then ſome of the Galleries for working might have Beds ſet up in them... 


ging the Male Poor. 
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The manifold Cauſes of the Increaſe of the 
POOR aiſtinftly ſet forth; together with 
a Set of Propoſals for removing and pre- 
venting ſome of the principal Evils, and 
for leſſening others. 


HE Diſtricts of Pariſhes are generally too ſmall 
for the Purpoſes either of employing the Poor 
effectually; — the Teaching the younger Poor 
their Chriſtian Duty, and training them up to a 
Courſe of Induſtry ;—the good Government both 

of young and old their cheap Maintenance ;—equal Taxations 

for their Support ;-—or the Prevention of Law-Suits about their 


Settlements, 


As to Employment, it is well known that the Numbers of 
Hands, the Variety of Talents and Capacities, the Inſtruments 
and Apparatus, the Stock and Materials required for carrying on 
any Buſineſs or Manufacture to good Effect, are much greater 
than moſt fingle Pariſhes can furniſh, 


In regard to the tight Education of the younger Poor both in 
Religion and Induſtry the Omitſion of theſe important Articles 
reſults in a great Meaſure from the Wants ſpecified before: 
And, in Conſequence of them, no Perſons are appointed to in- 
ſtruct the Pariſh-Poor in thoſe Things, which are to make them 
either happy in the next Life, or uſeful Members of Society in 
the preſent. On the contrary, without Principles, and without 

B Induſtry, 


4 The manifold CAUSES of 


Induſtry, or any Means of ſupporting themſelves in an honeſt 
Manner, they are turned looſe into the wide World, as the 
grow up, to become a Prey to the firſt Temptation that ſhall fal 
in their Way. 


As to good Government, if the Poor are maintained in ſepa- 
rate Families, which is a frequent Practice in the Country, they 
are under no Government at all; but are left, nay, perhaps, en- 
couraged to ſtroll about the Country a-begging, and to break 
Hedges for Fuel, and to pilfer all they can, And even where 
they are collected together into one Houſe, the Paucity of their 
Numbers ſcarcely makes them the Objects of wiſe Regulations : 
Nor can a Sufficiency of ſubordinate Officers be appointed 
to ſee thoſe Regulations duly enfoiced, Therefore (as the Re- 
verend Mr. Burn in his excellent Book well obſerves) the Poor 


are generally better governed in large, than in ſmall Commu- 
nities. 


In regard to Cheapneſs of Maintenance, it is a certain Fact, 
That Twenty Perſons, living together, can be maintained cheaper 
than Ten, and Forty than Twenty, and Eighty than Forty: 
And, perhaps, the {ame might hold true in till greater Num- 
bers: Not to mention, That the Profits or Savings of a large 
Community, employed in raiſing their own Garden-Stuff, mak-. 
ing their own Cloths, grinding their own Corn by Hand- Mills, 
making their own Bread, and brewing their own Beer, or elfe 
continually working at ſome coarſe Manufacture contribute to 
leſſen the Expences of Maintenance, 


W1TH Reſpect to the Equality, or Inequality of Taxation, 
it frequently happens, as the Cafe ſtands at preſent, That in IW O 
neighbouring Pariſhes, where One of them is ſituated near ſome 
commodious River, Mine, Colliery, or other Convenience for 
large Works and extenſive Manufactures, that this Pariſh ſhall 
be burdened with a moſt numerous Poor, whilſt the other, which 
equally enjoys the Benefits ariſing from high Rents of Lands, the 
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the IN REASER of the POOR, — 


quick Sale of Proviſions, the Nearneſs of the Market, and the 
Number of Conſumers ſhall hardly pay any Thing at all. 
* 

Laſtiy, As to the Prevention of Law-Suits about Settlements 
and Removals, it is evident at firſt Sight, That the Incorpora- 
tion of Ten Pariſhes is the taking away of Nine Motives or 
Temptations for going to Law; which is a deſirable Circum- 
ſtance, even where this Union or Incorporation can procced no 
farther. —But ſurely, future Reflections will ſuggeſt many other 
Advantages that may attend ſuch an Incorporation. 


Moov o by the Conſideration of ſome of theſe Defects in out 
preſent Poor-Laws, the Legiflature, by the gth of George 1. 
c. vii, empowered Two or more Pariſhes to join together, if they 
thought proper, for the Employment and Maintenance of their 
reſpective Poor. But as this Act offers no particular Induce- 
ments to join together, but only ſuch as may ariſe from the ge- 
neral Nature of the Aſſociation; and as it is very difficult to 
agree about the Place where, and the Terms how, and eſpecially 
about the Quantum of Money which each Pariſh is to pay; this 
Act hath produced very little Effect. But Mr. Burn obierves 
that what Effect it did produce, was really good. 


II. Tag annual Election of Officers, ſuch as that of Church. 
wardens and Overſeers, for the Management and Government of 
the Poor, is another capital Defect in our preſent Poor-Laws : 


Inaſmuch as it gives no Encouragement to promote a regular 


Progreſſion in beneficial Induſtry, and is no Spur towards taking 
any Pains in the Education of the younger Poor, For every Per- 
ſon, who is elected only for Twelve Months, will naturally adopt 
that Scheme, which will give him the leaſt Trouble during his 
Office, whatever it may give his Succeſſor ; or however it may 
affect the Publick: Nor will he give himſelf much Concern 
about any Plan that is offered to him, if it cannot be brought 
to bear within the Compaſs of his own Year ; but muſt be at- 
tended with preſent Clamours againſt himſelf, whilſt it reſerves 


the Praiſe and Honour for his Succeſflor. 
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The manifold C AUSES / 
III. Tar Poor, by Means of theſe ſeveral Defects, being left 


| to do whatever is richt in their own Eyes, become the more de- 

| firous of Pariſh-Pay, as a Penſion to ſupport them in Lafineſs, 

and Indolence, and as a Refuge againit that Want, which Vice 
and Extravagance have drove them to. Therefore they ſuffer 
| themſelves to become the poorer and more miſcrable, in order” 
| to move Compaſſion, and to be conſidered as the proper Can- 

| didates for this defirable State of Life, which frees them at 
| once from all Labour, and all Care, 


IV. Tur Taxes themſelves for the Support of the Poor are 
not founded upon a right, or judicious Principle: Nor doth 
the Legiſlature feem to have had any other End in View in 
laying. them on, than juſt to raiſe as much Money as the Caſe 
required, Whereas the Firft View in laying on Taxes for the 
Support of the Poor ſhould be, To remove or leſſen all ſuch 
Cauſes and Temptations, as may have contributed towards mak- 
ing People poor; fo that the like Evils may be prevented for 
the future: And, after that is accompliſhed, then, Secondly, 
To raiſe a Sum of Money ſufficient to maintain thoſe who are 
already become poor, and to defray ſuch Expences as cannot 
now be prevented, and therefore muſt be ſubmitted to. 


E 


2＋3õ or a . * — : 


| V. THE Poor thus daily encreafing both in Numbers and 
Expence, and the Burdens growing more intolerable every Day; W 
The moſt obvious, though not the juſteſt Thought for redreſ- 
| ſing the Evils, was to drive the Paupers out of every Parith, 
and to prevent all Perſons from ſettling in it, who might likely 

become chargeable, Therefore every Pariſh is, in Fact, in a 

State of War both offenſively, and defenſively with every other 
9 Pariſh throughout the Kingdom concerning Pauper-Scttlements, by 
| and Removals; and by theſe Means contributes, though un- 
willingly, towards enhancing the former Expences to a prodi- 
gious Degree, inſtead of leſſening them. Not to mention, that 
by hunting the induſtrious Poor out of the Pariſh, leſt they 
ſhould become chargeable, by the pulling down of Cottages, 


and by the Difficulties that are raiſed againſt the very Marriage 4 
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the INCREASE f the POOR, 7 


of the Poor for the Continuation of the Species, the Country is 
depupulated, the Lands have not Hands to cultivate them, nor 
the Manufactories for carrying them on; the Price of all Kind 
of Labour is advancing, whiltt the Conſumption of the coarſer 
Proviſions, and the offal Produce of Farms and Dairies muſt 
proportionably decreaſe. | 


Bur, beſides theſe Evils ariſing from a Defect in the Poor- 
Laws themſelves, there are others, which reſult from a like 
Defect in the preſent Syſtem of our Civil Conſtitution, 


Tar Affair of Electionecring, for Inſtance, and the Qualifi- 
cations for voting“ (to very different from their original Inſtitu- 


tion) have a fatal Tendency towards encreaſing the Numbers of 


the Poor; both as they introduce Idleneſs, Extravagance, and 
Diſſoluteneſs in the loweſt Claſs of People; and alſo as they 
deſtroy, or weaken that' Power, which the Laws ot every 
Country ought to have for correcting or punithing ſuck 
Evils. 


Mok rovrRx all Reſtraints upon the right Exertion of Ge- 
nius, and Talents; ſuch as that famous reſtraining Law of 
the Fifth oi Queen Elizabeth: Alſo the Denials of Certifi- 
cates to the induſtrious Poor, and the conſequential Confine- 
ment of them to one Spot, where they cannot find that Sort 


* Note, The general Qualification for voting as Freeholders, according to 
the 8th of Henry VI. c. vii. was 409. by th: Year, at leaſt, atove all Charges (theſe 
are the very Words of the Act) which 405. weighed as much at that Junc- 
ture, as 31. 175. bd, do of preſent Money, viz, Seven-Qunces and Ten- 
Penny Weights: See E//ay on Maney and Coins, Part ii. p. 2. alſo Mr. 
Falke's Table of Engliſh Coins. So that even according to the Intention ot 
that Act of Parliament, under which all Perſons now vote, the Qualification 
ought to be raiſed from 40 f. to nearly 4 J. by the Year, above ail Charges : 
And if you take other Articles into the Account, and compare the Dit- 
ferences in the Ways of Living then and now, you ought to raiſe it again 
from 41. up to 204, per Year. 5 
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3 Tze manifold CAUSES off 


of Employment, or the Conſtancy of Employment which their 
natural Capacities, and Activity would require, do neceſſarily 


create an habitual Indolence, and bring on a deſponding Poverty, 


ADD to this, That the Numbers of the Poor are vaſtly 
encreaſed by the Permiſſion granted to the common People, 
or, what is the ſame Thing, by the Liberty which they take 


with impunity, and without Controul, of participating in the 


Sports of Hunting, Racing, Cock. fighting, Prize-ighting, Cudgel- 
playing, &c, Fc. Alſo of frequenting / hiiſun-Ales, Holiday- 
Fairs, Wakes, Sc. 


JJ 


What Sort of Remedies ought to be proprſed towards 


checking, preventing, or leſſening, theſe numerois 
Exils. 


I. E Remedies ought to go to the Root of the Evils here 

complained of ; but they ſhould not proceed with too 
much Violence, and Precipitance: Nor ſhould their whole 
Tendency appear at once ;--- except to the judicious few. For 
the Maſs of Mankind are every-where more attached to old 
Cuſtoms than to the Truth and Reaſon, or the Uſefulneſs 
of Things. And therefore their deep-rooted Prejudices muſt 
be undermined by very gentle Degrees, inſtead of being bat- 


tered down by Force and Fury, eſpecially in ſuch a Con- 
ſtitution as ours, 


II. Taz Remedics to be propoſed, ought to be of the pre- 
ventive Kind as much as poſſible, To cure a Diſorder is 


fornething ; but to cure, and at the fame Time to prevent a 
Return, 
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Return, 1s much better, Therefore to prevent future Drunken- 


nels, Idleneſs, and Extravagance in the riſing Generation, ſhould 
be a principal Object in every Propoſal to be made. 


III. Tar Regulations, whatever they are, ſhould be ſo con- 
trived, as, for the moſt Part, to execute themſelyes. For, if 


they do not do ſo, they will be very lamely and imperfectly 


executed, if at all. | 


IV. Tur ſhould be likewiſe of ſuch a Nature as to be 
as praCticable in one Country, and in one Part of the Kingdom, 
as in another. For a general Poor-Law, which is to reverſe 
the greateſt Pact of the prefent Syſtem, and eſtabliſh a new 


one, ought to proceed on ſuch common Principles as would 
ſuit every Part alike, 


V. Tur new Plan, whatever it is to be, ſhould not be 
too large, any more than too confined. A Pariſh-Diftri&, 
for Inſtance, and a Pariſh Work-Houſe have been proved 
to be generally too confined. But, on the other Hand, is not 
a County-Diſtrict by much too large and unweildy ? And are 
not the Governments of ſuch Provinces, and the Management 
of their publick. Funds the more likely to become Jobs, by 
being Objects not below the Attention of the Great ?---The 
Great, I fay, who are not eatily to be called to an Account, 
or controuled, when they thall have mitbehaved in their 
Stewardſhips.---Behdes, how prepoſterous would it be to fend 
Twenty, Thirty, or Forty Miles off, to obtain Leave of a 
Governor, or Deputy-Governor to relieve the caſual Poor in 
Caſes of Emergency, to apprehend and examine Vagabonds, 
or to do any other Act, which required to be done with 
Diſpatch and Expedition ? 


VI. Tur Governments of theſe new-intended Diſtricts (be- 
ing greater than Pariſhes, but leſs than Counties) ſhould make 
up in Honour and Reputation to the Gentlemen elected in- 
to theſe Offices, what they want in Profit. Therefore ſome 
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Inſignia, or Badges of Honour, and ſome State and Parade ſhould 


be deviſed ſuitable to the Occaſion. Moreover an Emulation 
| ſhould be raiſed between the Governors of the reſpective 


Diſtricts,---Which of them ſhould excel in their Methods of 
managing, educating, and employing the Poor, and at the 
leaſt Expence. 


Tusk are the general Ends which every Perſon ought to 
propoſe to himſelf, when he attempts a Cure, or even a Pal- 
liative of ſuch firm-rooted and complicated Evils as now ſub- 
fiſt, And, though it is impoſſible to keep up to the Mark 
here in View, yet the nearer the Advance is made towards 
Perfection, or, if that is too ſtrong a Word, the farther the 
Removes are from groſs Imperfections, the leſs are the Evils, 
and the greater the Good done. And every reaſonable and 
candid Man, who knows the Difficulti s attending the Sub- 


ject on every Side, will make great Allowance on ſuch an Oc- 


caſion; and never will expect to ſee any Plan fo well con- 
trived or digeſted, but that conſiderable Faults and Impertec- 
tions might be found in it.---The Queſtion therefore ought 
to be on ſuch Occaſions, --- not, Whether the new Syſtem is 


faultleſs? but, Whether it contains fewer Faults, and whether 
it remedies more Evils than the old one? 


ww—__— —— — — — — 
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General PROPOSALS. 


| 'S HAT inſtead of fingle Pariſhes for the Maintenance of 
the Poor, ſeveral thould be incorporated together for 


this Purpoſe, though to be diſtin& and ſeparate in all other 
Reſpects as much as before, 


II. Tnar 
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II. THaT this Incorporation be effected in the following 
Manner: — Let the Veſtries of thoſe Pariſhes which are with 
in any Market- Town or City, and alſo of all others, whoſe 
Pariſh- Churches are within the Diſtance of Six meaſured Miles 


of ſuch Market-Town or City, have the Liberty of incor- 


porating together, and of making that Town or City the 
Centre of their Incorporation. And after any Three of ſuch 
Pariſhes have incorporated together by mutual Conſent, let each 
of the others, as they become willing to aſſociate or incorporate, 
have the Liberty of ſo doing, without being liable to be rejected 
by thoſe who have already incorporated. All Incorporations 
when once formed, and notified toy the Juſtices of the Peace 
for the County at their Quarter-Seſſions or Adjournment, 
and there recorded, are to be held valid, and not to be diſſolved. 


Ir any Pariſh- Church ſhould be cqually near to Two, Three, 


or Four Cities or Towns, the Centres of their reſpective Incor- 


porations, ſuch a Pariſh may incorporate with which it pleaſes : 


---If it be nearer to one Centre, and yet be within Six Miles 


of the other, it muſt nevertheleſs incorporate (if it doth at all) 
with the neareſt ;--- unlefs the Juſtices at their Quarter-Seſſions 
or Adjournments ſhould, at the Petition of the Parithioners, 
ſee Reaſon to diſpenſe with this Rule, If there ſhould be no 
Centre within the Diſtance of Six meaſured Miles, then ſuch a 
Pariſh muſt incorporate with that which happens to be neareſt, 
unleſs the Pariſhioners ſhall petition the Juſtices, and obtain 
their Conſent to be incorporated elſewhere, But note, no In- 
corporations whatever ſhould excecd the Bounds of their re- 
ſpective Countics:---And wherever it can be done, the incor- 
porating Pariſhes ought to confine themſelves to the Diviſions 
already known and eſtabliſhed, viz, Hundreds, 


HI. To induce theſe Incorporations to be formed, all the 
burthenſome Poor in each of the Pariſhes that ſhall incor- 
porate, ſhall be maintained and ſupported by the Taxes that 
{hall be hereafter mentioned. But thoſe Pariſhes, which will 


not incorporate, ſhall maintain their own Poor, according to the 
| C preſent 
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»preſent Method. This Difference between the aſſociating, and 
non-aflociating Pariſhes will gradually bring great Numbers to 
aſſociate, And it is not propoſed, or wiſhed, That they 
ſhould be compelled to aſſociate too fuddenly.—It will be 
Time enough to enact compuliary Laws to oblige the obſti- 
nate and ſelf-willed, after a Trial of Eight or Ten Years hatl: 
been made upon the Scheme: And if by that Time the 
Scheme, upon the Whole, hath proved itſelt a good one, there 
will be little Need of any Compulſion at all. 


IV. Tur all Perfons refiding, for Three Months in the 
Year or upwards, within theſe affociated Diſtricts, poſſeſſed 
of the yearly Value of 50. for Life, above all Charges, 
or of 1000 J. in Money or Effects, ſhall be deemed the 
hereditary, legal, and perpetual Guardians of the Poor with- 
in ſuch Diſtricts; and together with them the Mayor and 
Aldermen, or other chief Officers of each Town within the 
Diſtrict; and alſo the Miniſter and Church-Wardens and 
Chapel- Wardens, of each Pariſh or Chapel, for the Time 
being. | 

N. B. 1f any Perſon will commence a Subſcriber to this 
Charity, of Three Guineas, or more per Year, or Thirty Guineas 
for Life, he likewiſe ſhall be deemed a Guardian, though not 
qualified in other Reſpects. 


V. THAT theſe Guardians ſhall meet ſometime in the 
Months of January, or February in every Year to elect a 
Preſident, and Four Vice-Prefidents out of their own Body, 
which Preſident and Vice-Preſidents ſhall be obliged to ſerve 
in their reſpective Offices for one whole Year, dating from the 
25th of March next enſuing: And if the Society ſhall judge 
it expedient for the Good of the Charity, that all, or either 
of theſe Gentlemen ſhould be continued longer in Office, then 
at the next Time of Election they may chuſe One, or more of 
them for another Year, and ſo on for a Third, The Penalt 
11 Caſes of Refuſal, to be as follows, The Perſon elected for 
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Preſident to forfeit the firſt Year, for not ſerving 20 /— 
the {ſecond Year 10/—and the third Year 5/, Aud each of 
the Vice-Prefidents to forfeit the firſt Year, for not ſerving 
1o/,—the ſecond Year 5/.—and the third Year 27. tos. But 
note, That after the Three Years in which they are eligible 
are expired, or after any one of the Years is expired without 
a Re- election, they thall not be liable to be re-choſen again 
tor Four Years to come, 


VI. THAT as ſoon as may be, after the Election of a Pre- 
ſident and Four Vice-P'reſidents, an yearly Catalogue ſhall likewit- 
be made of all the Guardians of the Diſtrict: And this 
Catalogue ſhall be diſtinguiſhed into Columns, dig. Such 
as are Guardians by Right of 50. a Year for Life,---tuch as 
are fo by Virtue of a Stock or Capital in Money or Goods 
of 1000/.---fuch allo as are Guardians by Virtue of their 
Office: --- And ſuch as are ſo by Virtue of their voluntary 
Subſcriptions or Contributions: Therefore it any Perſon 
ſhall think himſelf aggrieved by being inſerted in this Liſt, 
he may appeal to the General Quarter-Seſſions of the Peace, 
ſpecifying, either that he is not legally reſident, or is not 
poſſeſſed of 50/7. a Year for Life, or is not worth looo. or: 
is in no Office which can conſtitute him a Guardian: And 
the Determination of the Quarter-Seſſions ſhall be final. More- 
over, as ſoon as the Elections of Mayors, or Church- Wardens, 
or other annual Officers, or the Appointment of Miniſters are 
over, their Names ſhall likewiſe be inferted in this Catalogue 
of Guardians, 


VII. Tur this Preſident and theſe Four Vice-Preſidents, 
without taking any Oath, or receiving the Holy Sacrament 
as a Qualification, ſhall be, as far as the Poor are concerned, 
and the aſſeſſing and levyving all Rates for their Support, as 
much Juſtices of the Peace within their Diſtrict, as if they 
had taken ont a Dedimus, and gone through all the Forms 
of Law: And every Guardian ſhall be veited with the tull 
Power of a Conſtable for the ſame Purpoſes, 
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VIII. Taar regular Court-Days ſhall be held at the Poor- 
Houſe, or General Hoſpital for the Diſtrict, once in every 
Month, and proper Notice given to all the Members to at- 
tend. And after the Names of all the Members are called 
over, and one Hour elapſed, all the Abſentees ſhall be fined 
at the Pleaſure of the Majority of thoſe that are preſent :--- 
Provided that in no Caſe whatever (Sickneſs, Journeys, Ar- 
reſts, or extraordinary Accidents excepted) the Fine thall be 
leis than One Shilling, and that it never ſhall exceed Five 
Shillings :--- Which Money ſhall be applied towards defray- 
ing the Charges of thoſe that attend, in the ſame Manner 
as Juſtices of the Peace are paid for their Attendance on the 
Quarter-Seſſions. That the Preſident, or in his Abſence one 
of the Vice-Preſidents, together with one-tenth Part of the 


Number of the Guardians ſhall conſtitute a Court: But if 


a ſufficient Number ſhall not appear, the Buſineſs is to be 
poſtponed, after fining the Abſentees, till the next Court- 


Day. 


N. B. The Preſident, or either of the Vice-Preſidents, or any 
Four of the Guardians ſhall have the Power of ſummoning 
an extraordinary Court, whenever the Exigency of Afﬀairs ſball 
require. And in all Cafes of Equality of Voices, the Preſident, 
or in bis Abſence the Vice-Prefident ſhall have the Caſting- 
Vote, 


IX. THAT the Church-Wardens or Chapel-Wardens of the 
aſſociating Pariſhes ſhall take their Turns to viſit the Poor 
weekly, and ſhall cauſe to be written down the Remarks they 
mall make, in a Book to be kept for that Purpoſe, which 
ſhall be read the ſucceeding Court-Day :— Or if they do not 
viſit themſelves, they ſhall cauſe ſome other Guardian to viſit 
in their Stead under a Penalty of 5s, per Week, which Sum 
ſhall go to the general Fund of the Charity. 


X. TuaT 
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X. THAT at theſe Courts they ſhall have the Power of 
making what Bye-Laws, and Regulations, they ſhal! judge ne- 
ceſlary-for the general good Government, Maintenance, and 
Employment of the Poor, and Collection of their Revenues ; 
provided that ſuch Bye-Laws are conſiſtent and co-operative 
with this Law, and the other Laws of the Land, 


XI. ThaT the Court Guardian of each of theſe - Diſtricts 
ſhall have a publick Seal, and ſhall ſuc, and be ſued in their 


_ own Name, 


XII. THAT whenever the Preſident ſhall attend at any Court 
of the Guardians, or at the Quarter-Seſſions of the Peace, or at 
the County-Aſſizes, he ſhall be obliged, under a Penalty of 
81. to be forfeited to the Uſe of the Poor, to wear an ho- 
norary Badge of Diſtinction: Which ſhall be, unleſs a better 
can be deviſed, the publick Seal of the Society pendant to 
a Ribbon about his Neck, with theſe Letters engraven round 
it, Tur PRESIDENT OF THE COURT GUARDIAN OF ; 
ſpecifying the Name of the Town or City, which is the Centre 
of the Incorporation, And not only the Prefident, but alſo the 
Vice-preſidents ſhall be denominated EsqQuiREs in all publick 
Writings and Acts of the Court, it they chuſe it, and hall. 
have White-Rods or Staves put up at their Pews or Seats, 
during their Office (like thoſe of Church- Wardens) in their 
reſpective Pariſh Churches. 


SECT, 
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The intended Taxes, and the various Inducements for 


bringing ſeveral Pariſhes to 3 or incorporate 
together. 


I. LL ſuch Stock in Trade, Perſonals, or Capitals, as can 
be equitably deemed to be comprehended within the in- 
corporated Diſtrict, if they belong to Batchelors or childleſs 
Widowers, ſhall be rated to the Poor of the Diſtrict Four- 


pence in the Pound yearly, 


II. Art the Lands and Tenements, (but not Dwelling- 
Houſes) the Tithes, Under- Woods, Mines, Ferries, Fiſheries, 
Fc. of which Batchelors or childleſs Widowers are the Pofl: lors, 
Proprietors, or Landiords, ſhall be rated T'wo-pence in the 
Pound at Rack-Rent yearly ;—To be paid by the Owners, or 
Landlords only. 


III. Arx the Dwelling-Houſes, of which Batchelors or 
childleſs Widowers are the Landlords, &c. ſhall be yearly aſſefed 
Two-pence per Houſe, and Two-pence per Window (without 
excepting the ſmalleſt, or the meaneſt) to be paid by the 
Owners, or Landlords only. 


IV. Tur Dwelling-Houſes, which Batchelors or childleſs 
Widowers do occupy or inhabit, whether ſuch Houſes be their 
own, or be rented of others, ſhall be aſſeſſed yearly 'Two- 


pence per Houle, and Two-pence per Window (without ex- 
cepting the ſmalleſt, or the meaneſt, unleſs the Inhabitants 


are Paupers, and ſubſiſt by Charity) to be paid by the Oc- 
cupiers or Inhabitants only. 


N. B. This laſt Tax doth not excuſe the former, 
V. Ar 


the IN REASE of the PO OR. 17 


V. ALL. Coffee-Houſes, Taverns, Inns, and Ale-Houſes, 
ſhall be taxed yearly Two-pence ver Houſe, and Two-pence 
per Window to be paid by the Inhabitants only. And if theſe 
Houſes ſhould belong to, or be inhabited by Batchelors or 
childleſs Widowers, they are to pay in the Two former Re- 
ſpects as well as in this. 


VI, Oven and above all other Taxes, if the Inhabitant or 
Keeper of any Coftee- Houle, Tavern, Inn, or Ale-Houſe, ſhouid 
have, or keep any Billiard Tables, Shuttle-Boards, Back-Gammon 
Tables „ or any Apparatus whatever for playing at any Sort of 
Game within Doors; — then ſuch Keeper or Inhabitant hall 
pay yearly 1 wo-pence per Houſe, and Two-pence per Window : 
And if there are Apparatuſſes for playing at Two Sorts of 
Games, then the Inhabitant or Keeper ſhall pay Four- -pence 
per Houſe, and Four-pence per W ob And ſo encreaſing 
Two-pence for every Apparatus, but not diminiſhing any other 
Tax. Moreover, if the Inhabitant or Occupier of any private 
Houſe ſhould babe, or keep any ſuch Apparatus for deriving a 
Gain or Profit from the Company uſing ſuch Apparatus, then 
this Houſe ſhall be deemed 2 publick One, within the Meaning 
and Intention of this Law, and be ſub; eck to all the Taxes ap- 
propriated to the Support of the Poor. 


WHERE note, That theſe Payments are not intended to limit 
or reſtrain the Power of the Jutitices, or other Officers of the 
Peace in denying Licences, in taking them away, in ſearching 
Houſes, in punithing Offences, or preventing the Multiplication, 
of | emptations: - Bui on the cont rary, to aid and affiſt the 
good Intentions of the Legiſlature, by laying ſuch additional 
Checks and Diſcouragements on idleneſs, Diſſipation, and Dit- 
(oluteneſs of Morals, as ſha!l operate more cileCtuaily towards 
the Good of the Community than mere penal Laws, Infor- 
mations, and Proſecutions, from long Experience, are known 
to do. And what is ſaid in relation to this particular Head, 
is applicable to all others of a like Nature. 


VII, Tun 
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VII, Tur Keepers or Furniſhers of Accommodations for Long 
Rooms, Theatres, or any Rooms (though only occaſtonally 
made Uſe of) for the Entertainments of Muſick, or Dancing, for 
publick Card-playing, and Aſſemblies, for acting of Plays, exhi- 
biting of Puppet-Shews, Rarce-Shews, or the Sights of wild 


Beaſts, or for any other Spectacle of the like Kind, any Paſ- 


time, Recreation, or Diverſion for Profit or Gain either directly, 
or indirectly, ſhall not have any Tax laid upon the Windows 
of ſuch Rooms, or Theatres, but ſhall be aſſeſſed Four-pence 
the Square-Yard per Year: -In which Meafurement all Gal- 
leries, Orcheſtras, and Areas, and all Spaces for the Spectators, 
Actors, or Performers are to be taken into the Account. 


 UnDEx this Head may be included all Muſick-Gardens, and 
Bowling-Greens, or any other uncovered Places, if made Uſe 
of for publick Entertainments, Shews, Sights, Diverſions, or 
Recreations; --- Only it ſeems proper, that on Account of their 
Size and Dimenſions, the Tax upon them ſhould be mode- 


rated from Four-pence, to One Penny the Square-Yard per 
Year. - 


Bur as to Cock-Pits, the Stages for Bruiſers, Cudyel- 
Players, or Fencers, the Rings for Bull, or Bear-Baiting, or 
any Places accommodated for Diverſions of the like ſavage 
Nature, the Tax to be laid upon them cannot well be too high, 


and more eſpecially as the Areas for the Spectators of ſome of 


| theſe cruel and inhuman Sports cannot be marked out, or 
taxed: Therefore a Tax of Two Shillings the Square-Yard per 
Year would hardly be high enough. 


VIII. A Tax of One Shilling per Dog per Year ought to be 


levied upon the Keepers of all Dogs within the incorporated 
Diſtrict. 


IX. A VoTixG-RoLL ſhould be kept by the Court Guardian 
of each Diſtrict : In which all Perſons reſiding within the Diſ- 
trict, who are qualified to vote for a Member of Parliament, 

or 
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or for any other Officer Civil or Eccleſiaſtical, who is to be 
choſen by a Majority of Votes, ſhould enter their Names; 
and pay Two Shillings Half-yearly, or Four Shillings yearly, 
or Eight Shillings for Two Years to the Uſe of the Poor of 
that Diſtrict: And in Caſe any ſuch Voter at the Time of 


Election cannot make it appear by his Acquittances from the 


Court Guardian, or from their Books, That he hath paid the 
ſaid Tax for at leaſt Two Years preceding, and that he is not 
now Half a Year in Arrears, then his Vote ſhould be {topped, 
and declared void for that Turn, 


N. B. Where the Voter is but a new Comer into a Di/- 
trift, he muſt produce as many Certificates from the Diſtrif 
or Diftrits, where he laſt reſided, as together with the Time 
he has lived in the preſent Diſtrict, will make up the Two 
Years immediately preceding. 


AND as to the Caies of Minors, or ſea-faring People, ot 
Perſons, who have but lately acquired Freeholds, or Freedoms, 
ſuffice it in theſe Inſtances, That ſuch Perſons ſhall pay in 
that Diſtrict which they prefer to others, the Sum: of Eight 
Shillings, in the fame Manner as if they had diſcharged an 
Arrears of 'Two Years, and ſhail receive Acquittances from 
the Court Guardian, ſpecifying the particular Nature of the 
Caſe.— Then they thall be entitled to vote, but not otherwiſe, 


X. ALL Turnpikes within the Diſtrict ſhall be doubly 
taxed on cach Sunday throughout the Year; alſo on cvery 
Good- Friday, and Chri/tmas-Day ; likewiſe on Eaſter, and 
Whitfſun Mondays: One Moiety whereof to go to the Uſe of 
the Turnpike, as uſual, and the other to the Incorporation of the 


Poor of the Diſtrict. 


XI. Racers of all Kinds ſhall pay Twenty: Shillings per 
Racer per Day;—v/z. If the Racer is of the human Species, 
he ſhalt pay it himſelf, or be ſent to the Houſe of Correc- 
tion; but, if the Racer is of the Brute Tribe, the Owner 
or- Proprietor ſhall pay it under the like Penalty, 

| D XII. ALL 
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XII. ALL Booths, Stands, or Conveniences for felling 
Liquors, Cakes, Fruit, or other Refreſhments during any Spec- 
tacle, Entertainment, Paſtime, Recreation, or Diverſion of what 


Kind or Name ſoever, ſhall pay Five Shillings per Day. 


XIII. ALL Forfeitures and Penalties, according to divers 
AQts of Parliament, for the Benefit of the Poor of the Pariſh 
where the Fa& is committed, ſhall be veſted in this Court 
Guardian, And they ſhall likewiſe have the Power within 
their Diſtrict, of examining ſingle Women gotten with Child, 
of demanding Security of the reputed Father, and of puniſh- 
ing the Father and Mother, in the ſame Manner, as ſuch 
Powers can now be legally executed by the Juſtices of the 
Peace, and Pariſh Officers. And they may have the Option 
of compounding with the reputed Father tor the Offence, 
and take upon themſelves the Maintenance of the Child, 
provided that this Compoſition ſhall never be leſs than 101. 


XIV. ALL Eſtates, Houſes, and Benefactions heretofore given 
for the Relief of the Pariſh-Poor within any of the incorpo- 
rating Pariſhes, ſhall be veſted from henceforward in the Court 
Guardian of the Incorporation, Moreover, they ſhall be em- 
powered to receive all ſubſequent Benefactions, Gifts, and Le- 
gacies; provided that ſuch Donations do confiſt not in Land, 
but in Money to be laid out upon the Buildings, Improvements, 
Apparatus, or Stock of Materials; — and not for the Main- 
tenance or Support of the Poor: —It being neceſſary, That 
there ſhould be a conſtant Demand for levying all the pre- 
ceding Taxes, in order that there may be a conſtant Check upon 
Idleneſs, Extravagance, Debauchery, and bad Morals, For 
Taxes of this Tendency are ſo far from impoveriſhing a 
Country, that they infallibly make it richer, 


XV. One Twentieth Part of all Commons within the in- 
corporated Pariſhes ſhall be veſted in the Court Guardian like- 
wiſe ; Which they are. to incloſe, and rent out to the beſt 


Advantage 
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Advantage for the Uſe of the Poor, at a Leaſe of Twenty- 
one Years, if they pleaſe, but not longer. But, 


N. B. Before they rent out any, they muſt reſerve a 22 
cient Quantity ( Twenty-one Acres if palſible for 4 Uje of the 
Genera Poor- Houſe, and in order to raiſe Flax and Hemp for 
their Employment ; bejides another Quantity of Land to be given 
as a Compenſation in Lieu of Tithes. And if Twenty-one Acres 
cannot be found lying contiguous together, or commodiouſly y fituated, 
then the Guardians may exchange Land for Land with any other 
Proprieto1 s, "till they are accommodated to their Minds. 


XVI. A CouRr of Conſcience thall be eſtabliſhed in cach 
Diſtrict for any Sum not excecding 5/. And the Proceſſes 
in this Court ſhall be wrote on a double Six- penny Stamp; 


one Moiety whereof ſhall go to the King, and the other to 
the Poor of the Diſtrict. 


XVII. IF theſe ſeveral Taxes and Advantages ſhould not 
prove ſufficient for the Support of the Poor within che aſ- 
tociating Pariſhes, then, and not till then, all Lands, and real 
Eſtates (but not Dwelling-Houles) remaining antaxed, Mall 
now be taxed One Penny in the Pound at Rack-Rent per 
Year, to be paid by the Owners ;—In like Manner all Stock 
or Perſonals at Os Penny per Pound in Value. Moreover, 
all Dwelling-Houſes, if inhabited, thall be taxed One Penny 
per Houle, and One Penny per Window, to be paid by the 
Occupiers. In which Caſe, as it is a char itable Tax, to which 
the lower Claſs ought to contribute their Mite, every Houſe 
and Window, ſmall as well as great, ſhall be included: Na 
Perſons being to be exempt, but thoſe only who ſubſiſt by 
Alms and Charity, 


Axp if there ſhould ſtill be a Deficiency for the Support 
of the Poor, then the former Penny ſhall be augmented ta 
One Penny Halt-Penny,— always taking Care at the fame Time 
to make a proportionable Advance, viz, One Half more, in 
D 2 each 


„ % —ͤ EET 4 — — 
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each of the Eight firſt Set of preceding Taxes: And fo on, 


encreaſing the poor Tax from Time to Time, according to 
the particular Exigency and Neceſſity of Affairs. 


Havins thus endeavoured to make an ample Proviſion 
for the Support, and Employment of the Poor by ſuch Ways 
and Means, as if duly put in Practice, muſt neceſſarily make 
the Generality of the People rich; perhaps it may not be im- 
proper, before this Head is concluded, to point out the Me- 
thods for the more eaſy, and fure Collection of theſe ſeveral 
Rates or Taxes. | 


Tur Taxes propoſed are of Two Sorts, aun - and caſual: 
The annual are the Nine following, Taxes upon the Stock, — 
the Lands and Tenements, --- and the Dwelling- Houſes of 
Batchelors, - Taxcs upon Houſes inhabited by Batchelors --. 
upon Publick Houſes,---upon the ſmaller Apparatus for Play 
or Gaming,--- Upon the greater ditto, and upon the Accom- 
modations for Spectators,'---upon Dogs---and, /a/?/y, upon ſuch 
Reals and Perſonals as were left untaxed before. Now, the 
ſame Perſon may collect all theſe Half-yearly; the Year being 
always to begin the 25th of March. And this Perſon ma 


| likewiſe ſerve in the Capacity of Steward or Clerk of the 


Court, and Governor of the Houthold ; his Wife being like- 
wife the Matron. It is moreover proper to obſerve, That in 
order to render theſe Aſſeſſinents both legal, and impartial, 
Notice ſhould be given in each Pariſh Church belonging to 
the Diſtrict, That the Court Guardian will make an Aſſeſſment 
for the Poor on ſuch a Day (which ought to be at leait Four 
Months before the Collection) where all concerned may have 
Liberty to attend, and to know how much is laid upon them: 
—And that the Guardians will alſo allot the Two ſucceeding 
Court-Days, to be Days of Appeal for the Redreſſes of Grie- 
vances, if any ſhould appear. After this Form is over, the 
Rate ſhould be figned either by the Preſident (as a Juſtice 
of the Quorum for this particular Cafe) and One of the Vice- 
Prefidents, — or elſe by Three Vice-Preſidents without him; 


and 


io 
1 
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and then be delivered to the Perſon or Perſons appointed to 
collect; who may be allowed Six-pence in the Pound for fo 


doing. 


Ir any Perſon ſhould ſtill think, That he had not Juſtice 
done him in his Application to the Court Guardian, to eaſe his 
Aſſeſſment, he may then carry his Appeal farther, viz, to the 
Quarter-8 Seſfions, according to the preſent Method, and Form: 
of Laws. 


As to the caſual Income; — It is comprehended in Eight 
Branches, vg. A Tax on e ag, --- on Turnpikes for 
certain Days, --- on Racing, --- or Tippling-Booths, &c.--- on 
Stamps for the Court of Conſcience, --- egal Penalties and For- 
Cubes, Bencfactions for the Uſe of the Poor, --- and the 
Twentieth Part of all Common within the Diſtrict, Now Two 
of theſe, vg. That on Racing, and that on Tippling- Booths will, 
for the moſt part (if collected at all) be collected to; rether ; 
and need not inter fere with the Collection of the annual Taxes: 
in Point of Time; becauſe this latter may be made a Day or 
Two ſooner, or poſtponed a Day or Two later „according 3 
Circumſtances hall vary. And in regard to the others, Ber 
of them, ſuch as that on Electionccring, - the Sunday Turn- 
pikes,---and the Motety of the Stamps, will give no Trouble 
at all in Collecting; becauſe the Money will be” brought home; 
and as to the Three remaining, the Trouble will not be worth 
the mentioning, 


So that upon the Whole, the Difficultics are not great in 
any Reſpect: But the Advantages will be confiderable, whe- 
ther theſe Taxes produce much, or little in Point of Income. 
If they ſhould produce much, then the Burden 1s laid, where 
it ought to be, on the vain, che idle, the extravagant, and the 
vicious; --- or, at leaſt, on thoſe whoſe Examples had a bad 
Tendency : And at the ſame Time the Frugal and Induſtrious, 
the Exemplary, and the Promoters of the Good of Society would 

be proportionably caſed, and encouraged. On the other Hand, 
4 af theſe Taxes ſhould produce but little, then the good Res 
BS f 
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of them would become more apparent in the little Expences 
which the Poor would occaſion ;--- the Temptations themſelves 
being leflened, and the Evils prevented, which uſed to create 
Poverty, and all its Train of Miſeries. 


TFF. HR. 


The general Oeconomy of the Houſe, and the parti- 
cular Regulations of the Work-Shops, and Manu- 


te attures. / 
. BOUT Twenty-one Acres of the beſt Common Land 
the Diſtri& can afford, ſhould be allotted for the Site of 
the Houſe, — the Kitchen Garden ,---the Fields for Paſturage, 
and for railing Hemp and Flax. The Houſe and Garden might 
require about Three Acres; becauſe Potatoes, as well as other 
Garden-Stuff ſhould be raiſed in ſuch a Place: The remaining 
Eighteen Acres might be ſo ſeparated by Hurdles, as to have 
Three Acres every Year under Hemp and Flax, and Fifteen 
Acres partly lying fallow, and partly affording Paſturage for a 
Couple of Cart-Horſes, and Two or Three Cows. By theſe 
Means the Plat for Hemp, and Flax would be ſhitted every Year, 
and in the Rotation of the Sixth Year, the fame Plat would be 
ſown over again with Hemp, and Flax, having had ſufficient 
Time to recover itſelf by the Interval of Five clear Year s, be- 


hides the Aſſiſtance it would reccive from dunging, and ma- 
nuring. 


N. B. By thus cultivating, and manuring this large Kitchen 
Garden, theſe Fields for Paſturage, and Grounds for Flax 
and Hemp the Boys will be bred up early to a Species of Huj- 


bandry 
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bandry the ſitteſt for them lo learn; the Girls alſo will he taught 
the e of Farming and Dair y And the young, and the 


old of both Sexes will find conſtant Employment ether in the 
Field and Garden, or the Manufactory. 


IT. Tux Form of the Houſe ſhould reſemble an H, having 
the Room for holding the Court, and the Apartments for the 
Maſter and Miſtreſs in the Middle ; and the Lodging Wards 
and Galleries for the Male Poor on one Side, and thoſe for the 
Females on the other. Beyond theſe Wards and Galleries ſhould 
extend large Square Courts with high Walls, having Sheds or 
Galleries for Work-Shops built againſt the Walls, and ſup— 
ported by Pillars: So that all theſe Sheds or Wor k-Shops would 
have Pxazzas under them; which would ſerve particularly well 
for ſpinning of Twine, and ſmall Cordage ; and if not necefiary 


for theſe Purpoſes, they might be cloſed up, and converted into 
| Rooms tor weaving Linen. 


III. The Houſe being made ſo very ſpacious and commodious, 
and capable of providing for almoſt any Nu per of Lodgers a 
a ſhort Warning, ſhould receive, not only all the : Paupers with 
in the Diſtrict, ut allo all common Beggars, Perſons travelling 
with Paſles, Vagrants and Vagabonds ;---whoſe Treatment, ac- 
cording to their reſpective Deſerts, ſhall be ſet forth hereafter, 
Nor thould any Pay, Relief, or Aſſiſtance be granted to Perſons 
lodging out of the Houſe in any Cafe w hatever, bat in the Four 
following : 1/t. Where there is either an infectious Diſorder in 
the Houſe, or in the Perſon who petitions the Charity: 2a4ly, 
Where the Petitioner is burdened with a numerous Famil y, and 
only wants a temporary Aſſiſtance towards their Support while 
they are young: 3d/y, Where a Fire, or ſuch like ſudden Cala- 
mity hath happened to a Perſon or F amily „who ſupported them- 
ſelves before, and would again, after they had got the better of 
their preſent Diſtreſs: And, 47hly, Where Sickneſs, or ſome 
Caſualty would endanger their Removal into the Poor-Houſe, 
In every other ſuppoſeable Caſe the Pour ſhould be maintained, 


A ad 
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and lodged within the Houſe, nor ſuffered once to ſtir abroad 
without the Leave of the Maſter or the Miſtreſs. 


IV. In regard to Removals, and Pariſh-Settlements, this 
Couit Guardian is not to go to Law about any ſuch Matter 
If any one of the aſſociating Parithes hath a Mind to try that 

Experiment at their own proper Charges ; be that their private 
Concern:] But the Court Guardian is to maintain all Paupers 
of what Species ſoever that are found within the Diftrict, to 
puniſh the bad,---and reward the deſerving, and to grant Diſ- 
miſſions to all ſuch as ſhall apply for Leave to depart the Houſe, 
under the Regulations to be hereafter mentioned, 


V. All Perſons travelling with Paſſes, as ſhall find themſelves 
deſtitute of Money, allo all Strangers whatever in the like Cir- 
cumſtances mult not beg, when they come within the Bounds 
of the Diſtrict ; | for if they beg, they (hall be deemed Vagrants, 
and treated as ſuch] but they are to apply for Relief to the ge- 
neral Poor-Houſe, where they ſhall be taken in, and well ac- 
commodated with Victuals and Lodging for One Night, with- 
out any Queſtions atked them. But they ſhall not be ſuffered 
to depart the next Day, till they have been examined by the 
Preſident, or One of the Vice-Pretidents, or One of the weekly 
Guardians, and have aſſigned the Cauſes which brought them 
to this Diſtreſs. And it their Plea ſhall be judged a reaſonable 
one, they ſhall be diſmiſſed with T'wo Pounds of Bread and 
Half a Pound of Cheeſe, with 'a Caution added, that they 
mult leave the Diſtrict in Twelve Hours' Time; otherwite 
{ſhall be taken up, and treated as Vagrants: And all this ſhould 
be expreſſed in a printed Certificate for that Purpoſe ; which 
they may carry to the Poor-Houſe of the next Diſtrict on the 
Road they are to travel. | 


MoREOVER, if there are any Perſons, who came to ſeek for 
Work or Service, the Maſter or Miſtreſs of the Houſe ſhall 
give them the beſt Directions in their Power : For, 


N. B. 
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N. B. Every Porr- Houſe cught to be an Heuſe of Coll for 
Work or Service, And further, lf juch poor Perſons, be they 
Strangers er Natives, as are willing ts work, but cannot obtain 
Employment, 2 be obliged thro' Nece ſity to apply again for 
Suſtenance, they ball be received in again, and treated on the 
lame Feoting, as the other Paupers, and not be a1jmiſſed, but 
under the Kegulations to be fet forth hereafter. 


Bur if the Examiner ſhould hive Reaſon to ſuſpect their 
Story, and to believe them to be Cheats and Impoſtors, he ought 
to detain them longer [putting them to hard Labour in 
the Poor-Hovie in order to enquirc farther into the Truths 
of the Facts they alledge, and to publith Advertiſements in the 
News-Papers concerning them, And it upon due Enquiry they 
are found to be Cheats and Impoſtors, then they are to be ranked 
in the Claſs next to be mentioned, and to be treated according- 


ly, viz. 


VI. ALL Beggars, Rogues, and Vagrants found within the 
Diſtrict, ſhall be taken up by the Officers of the Poor-Houſe, 
(for apprehending each of whom they ſhall have a Premium of 
105. upon Conviction) and aften due Examination be com- 

' mitted to Bridewell, to be employed in pounding Hemp, or Free- 
Stone, or 1n other hard Labour for the Space of Two Weeks at 
leaſt, to be fed with Bread and Water only, (except in caſe of 
Sickneſs) to have no Bed to lie on, and to be whipped twice 
every Week, belides thoſe occaſional Puniſhments, which their 
M :ſbchaviour, or Non-Performance of the Taſk ſet them may re- 
quire. After this Fortnight is expired, they are to be taken out, 
and diſmiſſed with Two Pounds of Bread, and Half a Pound of 
Cheeſe ; and a ſevere Menace iflued, that if ever they are caught 
again within the Limits of the Diſtrict, they ſhall be impriſoned, 
and puniſhed twice as long. And fo on totes quottes, 


N. B. The Bridewell for each Sex being to be built at the far- 
ther End of each Gallery towards the Kitchen Garden (ſce the 
Plan) is to have no Communication either by Door or Window, or 

E any 
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any Crevice wwith the rejt of the Paupers : Much leſs are the Cri- 
minals, there confined, to fee or converſe with the People in the 
Streets, or thoſe that are paſſing along. The Intent of putting 
Perſens into ſuch a Place is, It, To puniſh them for their Faults , 
and, 2dly, To flrike a Terror into others. But both theſe Ends 
are defeated by permitting (as in the preſent Engliſh Jails aud 
Bridewells) their Acquaintance, their Comrades, and Partners 
in Iniquity to viſit and converſe with them through the Grates. 
The Shame ts loft by this Means, and the Diſgrace in every Reſet 
abated: Nay, the more frequent the Sight of Chaſtiſements, or 
even of Executions, the leſs Terror will it ſtrike into the Speftators, 
when too much familiar ged to the Object: And conſequently the le 
good Eſect will it have upon them. Wherefore the only Paſſages to 
each of the Bridewells ought to be by Doors out of the Maſter and 
Miftreſs's Garden; which Doors are not to have any Grates or 
Peep- Holes left opens: Nor is any Perſon whatever to be permitted 
to ſee, or ſpeuꝶ with one of theſe confined Criminals, but by Leave 
obtained in writing from the Prejident, or One of the Vice- Preſi- 
dents, or One of the Guardians of the Week aud that only in the 
Preſence of the Maſter or Miſtreſs, or of ſome proper Perſen de- 
puted by them. And when theſe Criminals are to be puniſhed, their 
Whippings ſhall be within the narrow Strip of Ground taken out 
of the Great Court, whereby the Paupers may hear their Cries, 
but not ſee them, The Imagination in this Caſe will paint both 
the Puniſhment, and the Place much more dreadful than the Sight, 
eſpecially the frequent Sight of them, would find them to be, 


VII. ALL the Paupers in the Houſe ſhould be reduced to 
Three Clafles, vi. 1it. The Old, Impotent, and Decrepit who 
are either paſt, or have loſt their Labour ;—2d, The very 
young, who are not arrived at it ;—=And zd, Thoſe who are 
able to labour in one Degree or other, and therefore only want 
either the Means, or the Inclination to be employed. In regard 
to the Two firſt Clailes, they ſhould be treated with the utmoſt 
Tenderneſs, ſhould wear the ſame Uniform as to Colour, but 
without the Poor-Badge, for Reaſons that will appear preſently, 
ſhould lie on Flock Beds, and be thewn ſome Degree of Indul. 


gence 
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gence in moſt Articles :---With reſpect to the Third Claſs, their 
Uſage ſhould be different according to their different Merits, or 
Demerits ; and the Maſter of the Work-Houſe ſhould keep his 


Book with ſeparate Columns according to the following Diſtinc- 
tions: 


iſt. Tuosk who get at any Work or Manufacture they are 
employed about, under Two-pence per Day at an Average of the 
Week or Month, are to be ted with the coarſeſt Bread that can 
be made, to have no Table-Cloth, or Table to eat their Victuals 
on, no Bedtteads, and only Straw and Blankets to lie on, and 
their Drink to be only Water. They are likewiſe to be lubject 
to the Ignominy of wearing Two Badges, One on each Arm 


P. I. vi. Poor and Idle. 


2d, TnosE who get Two-pence per Day at an Average, but 
under Four-pence, are to have the general Family Bread to eat, 
a Table, but no Table-Cloth to eat on, are likewiſe to be per- 
mitted to have Bediteads with Straw Palliaſes to lie on, and to 
wear only One Badge of Ignominy, vis. P. Poor; but they 
ſhall not be allowed better Drink than Water, 


za, SUCH who get Four-pence per Day at an Average, but 
under Six-pence, ſhall have a Table and Table-Cloth to eat on, 
and good one-way Beer for Drink; they ſhall lic on F lock-Beds, 
and wear the general Uniform or Liver; y of the Houſe, but with- 
out any Badge whatever; and be treated exactly on the tame 
Footing of Fenderneſs and Regard with the Two firſt Claſſes 
mentioned before, vg. the Old, the Impotent, and the Young. 


4th, Thosk who get Six-pence per Day at an Average, and 
upwards, ſhall, be ſides all the Emolumenis mentioned in the 
preceding Article, be allowed One Half of their Gains to their 
own private Ute. And when this Reſerve of O::e Halt hath 
amounted up to the Sum of | wenty 7 this induttrious 
Perſon ſhall be paid his Dividend, an} he diſmiſſed the Poor- 
Huuſe, if he pleaſes, with all us . and a Cer- 


E 2 titicate 
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tificate from the Court-Guardian, ſpecifying this Inſtance of this 
Induſtry ; which Certificate ſhall entitle him, for ever after, to 
work at any Mechanic Trade, and in any Place he ſhall think 
proper; notwithſtanding the 5th of Queen Eugabeth, or any 
other reſtraining Statute, Privilege, or Cuſtom whatever, 


Tos who will not work at all, as likewiſe all other Of 
fenders ſhall be ſent to Bridewell. But, note, This Kind of Pu- 
niſhment ought to be uſed very ſparingly, and only in ſuch 
Caſes where other Means have proved ineffectual. And none 
of the Paupers ought to be ſent thither without a ſolemn Exa- 
mination before the Court, if the Nature of the Caſe will admit 


of ſuch a Delay. 


MoRrEoveR, as to the inferior Puniſhments, ſuch as no Beds 
to lie on, coarſe Bread, and only Water to drink, double or 
ſingle Badges of Reproach, &c. it is to be taken for granted, That 
the Court-Guardian will properly ſeparate on this Occaſion thoſe 
who are not able to labour---from thoſe who are not willing. 
The Feeble, the Sickiy, Maimed, or Infirm, and the mere Learner 
cannot do much Work, though ever ſo willing; therefore it 
would be very wrong to claſs them with the Robuſt, Idle, and 
Profligate, the ſturdy Beggar and obſtinate Vagabond, or the 
Skilful, but Lazy. | 


AND whereas the Employment of both Sexes in the great 
Kitchen- Garden, in manuring the Field, and moving the Hur- 
dles, in making the Hay, or in raiſing, pulling, or watering the 
Flax and Hemp, might ſometimes interfere with their Hours of 
Labour at their Manufactures, [though for the moſt part this 
might be ſo managed, as to make the Alteration of the Species 
of Work ſeem a Pleaſure, not a Toil, and be the Recreation of 
their vacant Hours, yet, as it might interfere ſometimes for 
whole Days together] then it would be right in ſuch Caſes to 
make the ſame Allowances for their Labour in this Reſpect, as 
they uſually get in the other. By which Means the daily Ac- 
counts of Earnings might be carried on without Confuſion, and 


the 
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the Change from one Species of Work to another make no Al- 
teration in the Books. 


VIII. Tun Regulations being thus eſtabliſhed for the well 
governing of the Manufacturers, in whatever Species of Work 
they are to he employed, it will be neceſſary to add a few 
Data concerning that Sort of Labour, which is fitteſt to be intro- 
duced into a Working-Houſe for the Poor 


1. THEREFORE, the Employment ſhould be ſuch as will be 
molt compatible with, and quality the riſing Generation for com- 
mon Services, and common Manufactures, and the Occupations 
of Gardening, Farming, the Dairy, and all Country Buſineſs. 


2, Tur Materials to work upon ſhould not be coſtly; fo that 
the Loſs, in Caſe ſome of them are ſpoiled or damaged by 
Learners or Beginners, naught not be great: For the fre Rea- 
ſon they ſhould be ſuch as are the leaſt liable to the Frauds and 
Impoſitions of Engroflers and Monopoliits ; and might be eaſily 
obtained in every Part of the Kingdom, and at all Limes of the 


Year, 


N. B. Though Part of theſe Qbſervatiens have been touched 
fon before, yet their Importance require tha! they ſhould be men- 
toned again. 


Tux Goods to be wrought up by the Poor ſhould be ſuch 
as x not depend upon the Mode or Fathion of the Times, but 
are as much in Requeſt at one Seaſon, and in one Place as an- 
other; and conſequently are more ſettled, and ſubject to leſ- 
Fluctuations in their Price or Profit, 


Tux Trade or Myſtery ſhould be ſuch as is the eatieſt 
3 and will alſo admit of a ready and ſudden Tranſition 
from it to other Buſineſs, without much Inconvenience to the 
Perſon employed. 


5. Lajthy, 
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s. Laſtly, Tux principal Manufactures ſhould be ſuch as will 
employ Women and Children, as well as Men; alto the Blind, 
the Maimed, and Lame in ſome Branches or other of the Buſi- 
neſs. For no Perſon ſhould be permitted to remain in a State 
of abſolute Idleneſs, if any Part could be found out, in which 
he might be uſefully employed, without unreaſonable Fatigue 
or immoderate Labour, 


Now from theſe Premiſes it muſt appear, That all the fol- 
lowing Species of Employment, whatever more of the like Kind 
may be added, are very proper to be introduced into a working 
Poor- Houſe, vs. 


1. Tux Cultivation of the great Kitchen-Garden, milking 
of the Cows, manuring of the Land, and fowing of Hemp and 
Flax: — Theſe indeed, as was obſerved before, may be conſi- 
dered as the firſt Rudiments of Farming, and Country Bulinels, 


2. Tur Pulling, Watering, Ripling, Heckling, Pounding, 
and otherwiſe preparing of the Hemp and Flax. 


N. B. Part of this Work is particularly adapted for the Bride- 
wells; and the reſt is not improper to he added to any other Occu- 
pation, which either the adult Poor, or the riſing Generation 
among them may be employed in at other Times. 


3. THE various Branches of ſuch coarſe and common 
Manufactures as are moſt eaſily learned, and for which 
there is a conſtant Demand, viz. The ſpinning and weav- 
ing of coarſe Linen-Cloths in Imitation of coarte Dowlafles, 
Heſſens, and Oſnabrigs ; alſo the making of Cheele-Cloths ; 
— The ſpinning of coarte Wool, weaving of coarſe Flannels, 
Linſey-Woolſeys, Blanketings, and Rugs; allo the knitting of 
coarſe Woollen- \ arn Stockings, Gloves, and Caps; and the 
making of Thrumbs and Mops.—Add to theſe the ſpinning of 
Hemp for Bags or Sacking ; and likewiſe for >uil- Cloth ;—more- 
over the {pinning of Hemp and Tow, the long Hay by Women 
in the Work-Shops over the Piazzas, for the Chain of Suil- 

| Cloth; 
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Cloth; and, if there ſhould be any Weavers faffciently ſtrong 

for that Buſineſs, the weaving of the faid wail Cloth, and of 
Sackings, and coarſe Tickings :— Laitly, The pinning, and 
twiſting of Twine, and ſmall C 'ordage under the Piazzas, where 
the Blind and Lame, the lmpotent, or Maincd 4 may turn the 


Wheels, &c, 


4. Wren there happens to be a Scarcity of Hands in any 
Diſtrict during the Hay, or Corn Harveſts, the Guardians may 
let out the able Poor for Hire; provided that the Poor them- 
ſelves ſhall reap a Benefit from their Wages ſimilar to the Re- 
ſerves propoſed before in other Cafes, And then it may be pre- 
ſumed that they will be glad of this Exchange and Variety of 


Employ ment, and will ſet about their Work with Cheartulneſs 
and Alacrity; but not otherwiſe, 


IX. IT is propoſed, That the Managers, Teachers, or Over- 
ſeers in the Manufactures ſhould receive no Salaries at all; but 
in lieu thereof a Bounty of 45. in the Pound for all the Goods 
made, when ſuch Goods are vended, and the Money received, By 
theſe Means the Guardians will have a reaſonable 8 :curity, that 
the Overſeers will both ſtimulate the Poor to work, and alſo will 
take Care, that they arc neither paid beyond the uſual Price of 
ſich dort of Labour, nor are guilty of Frauds and Impoſitions 
in what they perform. — Their own Intereſt will ſuggeſt the 
Neceſſity of encreaſing the Quantity ;—and as this Quantity mult 
alſo be, not only vendible, but actual vended before they are to 
receive their Bounty (which by the by would oblige theſe Over- 
ſeers to look out for good and reſponſible Cuſtomers) therefore 
their Intereſt will be found at laſt to be as much concerned in 
taking Care of the Quality and Price, as in multiplying the 
Quantity of the Goods to be made. For Reaſons of the ſame 
Tendency it would be proper, That every Servant belonging to 
the Houſe, and particularly the Steward or Secretary, and the 
Matron ſhould not receive their whole Income in fixed and 
ſtated Salaries, but partly in them, and partly in occaſional Pre- 
miums and quarterly or halt-yearly Gratuities, 


X. Tut 
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X. Tur Article of Religion and of Chriſtian Education, tho? 
laſt here mentioned, is certainly the firſt in Dignity and res! 
Importance. And indeed theſe Points were hitherto deferred 
only to ſhew, how the Affairs of regular Induſtry, and of found 
Religion might mutually aſſiſt each other —Propoted, therefore, 
That at the Tolling of a Bell at a certain Hour before Breakfaſt 
in the Morning, and Supper at Night, when the Males are all 
aſſembled at their Place of Eating,-—the Steward, or ſome other 
grave Perſon deputed by the Guardians, ſhall folemnly, and dil- 
tinctly read a Set of ſhort Prayers collected from our public Li- 
turgy; and that the Matron, or ſome other proper Woman ſhall 
do the like at the ſame Time in the Place of Rendezvous for the 
Females --- After Prayers have been thus reverently performed, 
all Perſons who ſhall be found abſent upon calling over the Roll 
before going to Meals, and cannot ſhew'a ſufficient Cauſe for 
their Abſence, ſhall loſe their Breakfaſts, or Suppers for that 
Turn, beides other Puniſhments that may be inflicted, More- 
over on Sundays, Chriſimas-Days, and Good- Fridays every Per- 
fon who is able, ſhall be obliged to go decently and cleanly 
dreſſed to Church, and to behave there in a proper and exemplary 
Manner. And whereas the Sabbath is a Day that ought to be 
more immediately dedicated to the Purpoſes of Religion (and 
when it is not ſo applied, it is generally the worſt-ſpent Day in 
the whole Week); Propoſed farther, That for the Space of 
One Hour on Sunday Mornings before Church-Time, and of 
Two Hour: in the Evening after Church, the younger Poor in 
their reſpective Places of Rendezvous ſhall be taught firſt to read 
the Pfalter, and then to repeat the Church Catechiſm in a flow, 
deliberate, and intelligible Manner. And the Teachers or In- 
ſtructors of ſuch poor Children ſhall receive no fixed Salary, but, 
inſtead thereof, a Gratuity or Reward from the Court of Guar- 
dians atter the Rate of 5s, for each Child or Youth, when 
taught to read the Pfalter, and to repeat the Catechiſm to the 
Satisfaction of the Court. | | 


Laſtly it is propoſed, for the Benefit of ſuch adult Poor as 
can read, That the Houſe be furniſhed with Four large Quarto 


Bibles, 
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Bibles, Four Biſhop Gael s Chriſtian Inſtitutes, and Four 
Biſhop Wilſon's Chriſtianity made eaſy, or Indians inſtructed, 
viz. Two of each Sort for the Men, and Two for the Women. 
And to theſe may be added a ſufficient Number of Dean Stan- 
hope's Meditations for the Uſe of the Sick; and of Biſhop G14/97's 
Advice to Perſons recovered from Sicknels, 


N. B. Theſe Two laſt Tratts are to be procured from the So- 
ciety for propagating Chriſtian Knowledge at about One Half 
penny each, taking one with the other; and the Two former at 
about 15. 3 d. each upon an Average. 


XI. IN order to preſerve the Execution of theſe Regulations 
in full Vigour, and to prevent all dirty Jobs as much as may 
be; and moreover to add thoſe Improvements to the preſent Plan, 
which either happy Inventions, or future Experience ſhall diſ- 
cover, it is neceflary to raiſe, and conſtantly to keep up a ſtrong 
Emulation between the Governors of the reſpective Diſtricts of 
each County.---Propoſed therefore, That every Preſident (or in 
Caſe of his Death, and the Vacancy not filled up, propoſed that 
the Vice-Prefident, who is ſenior in Nomination) ſhall be obliged 
to make up the yearly Accounts to the 2 5th of March in every 
Year; and ſhall cauſe à fair Copy thereof to be tranſmitted to 
the High-Sheriff of the County at, or before the iſt of May, 
under a Penalty of 501. And whereas a Specimen of ſuch a 
yearly Account may not be unacceptable to many Readers, I 
ſhall here ſubjoin ſuch Forms for each Head of Buſineſs, as ap- 
pear to me to come neareſt the Mark on this Occaſion, v2. 


Monies received by —. 


„ 
The Amount of the Taxes on Stock belonging to 
Batchelors, or childleſs Widowers < . 
on Lands belonging to ditto - — - 
on Houſes belonging to ditto - 5 


on Houſes inhabited by ditto 5 
F — On 


— 2 o - bw 4.9 p 7 * 
r 


Won 


— _ — 
wean — — —— — — 22 —— —ů 2 


2 — — —— Ee Mr 


WP Danſe” * , —— , 0 ©. 
, V ˙ w —— !?7f eos ea 0 


VICtuals — — - = 
Cloathing — X 3 5 
Bedding and Furniture — : 
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on Inns and all Public Houſes - < <- - 
on the lefler Apparatus for Gaming 
on the greater ditto — — 6 
[And fo on for all the reſt, not omitting any one Ar- 
ticle, even tho there ſhould be no Monies to be carried 
out :—lIn order that a general Abſtract may be made 
of the Whole to be ſeen at one View, And when all 
Articles of this Kind are recited, then may be added] 
The Amount of Goods ſold — > 4 


Profits from letting out the Poor to Harveſt - - - 


Total of Receipts belonging to the Year - -< 

[And if there thould be any Arrears received cither 

for Taxes due in former Years, or for Goods fold in 

former Years, theſe may be added in Articles by 
themſelves, viz.] 

Arrears of Taxes = on the Cloſe of laſt Year's Ac- 


count - 3 
Ditto of Goods 8 — „ 
Total of all Receipts whatever 5 


Monies expended, for 


Rent, Taxcs, Building, and Repairs  - 

Expence of Drugs, Sickneſs, Caſualties, and Burials 
Apprehending of Vagrants = - - - 
Books and Stationary Articles - — — 
Salaries and Gratuities to Servants = 

Implements of Huſbandry, and Tools for Manufactures 
Premiums to the Superviſors of the Manufactories 


Firſt Coſt of Raw Materials 1 4 4 


Wages 
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1 


Wages or Reſerves for rewarding the induſtrious Poor - 
Pay to occaſional Poor not in the Houſe - 


—— 


Total of Monies expended < 6 
[And if there ſhould be any Arrears remaining 5 wo 
at the cloſing of this Account, either for Taxes, or 
Goods fold, theſe may be added in ſeparate Articles, 


vi z.] 

Taxes due, but not received this Year - < s 

Goods ſold, but not paid for — — a 
Total Diſcharge - - 5 


„ 


2d, The Quantity of Raw Materials charged, and 
diſcharged, or accounted for within the Year, 
{which is another Article of Account] vis. 


th, 
Flax remaining at the Cloſe of laſt Lear 
Ditto raiſed by the Poor on their Landes 
Total of Flax charged -< = Es no op nates” 


[And fo on for Wool, Hemp, or any other Raw 
Material :—The Account of each of which ſhovld 


be kept ſeparate, and not put od in the Gros, ] 
Flax uſed in Manufactures = I a 


Flax remaining at the Cloſe of this Y ear's Account = 


— 4 


Total of Flax diſcharged _ - 8 


F 2 | zu. 


—— 
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zd. The Quantity of Manufafures made, and 
how diſpoſed of, or accounted for | which is a 
Third Article of Account] 


Yards. 
Ten Pieces of Flannels remaining unſold at che Cloſe of 
laſt Year's Account - - - - - - = = = 


Thirty Pieces made this Year - - - : 

Total of Flannels made 833 ER 90s 
Twenty-five Pieces of Flannel fold - 5 | 
Fifteen Pieces remaining on hand at the Cloſe of this 

Year's Account - - - PID 


Total of Flannels diſpoſed o 


— — 


And fo on for Manufacture made from Hemp, 
Wool, Cotton, Sc. &c. always taking Care to keep 
each Article ſeparate, and not to mix or lump them to- 


gether, 


4th. The Mumber of the People committed to the 
Care of the Governors, and how accounted for, 
[which is the laſt Article of Account, and will 
make Two Claſſes, viz. thoſe within the Houſe, 
and thoſe without] | 


Children under Six Years old remaining in the Houſe at 
the Cloſe of lait Year's Account, viz. Males Fe. 


males Total - 8 - - 
Adults ditto, Males Females "Total - > 
Children and Infants received this Year, Males 

Females Total > - ET 


"Adis 
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Adults ditto, Males Females „ 
Poor Travellers received, Males Females 
Total — — — — 6 * 
People who come to ſeek for Work received, Males 
Females Total ſa 5 


2 


Vagrants taken up, Males Females Total ons 


Total Number of Poor committed to the Care 
of the Governors 3 5 


Induſtrious Poor Perſons who have been reputably diſ- 
miſſed, and have received their Bounties, or Reſerves. 


Males Females Total Ke 6 
Poor Travellers diſmiſſed, and ſent forwards, Males 
Females Total = I = « 
Honeſt Perſons who come to ſeek for Work diſmiſſed, 
Males Females Total DIES, 8 
Vagrants, who have been whipped away, Males Fe- 
males Total 8 - - 


Idle Poor, who have fled from the Confinement, In- 
duſtry, and Puniſhment of the Honſe, Males 


Fernales Total « « a - 
Numbers who have died, Males Females To- 
tal — — — a P 0 
Poor now remaining in the Houſe, vs, 
Male Children under Six Years old 
Adult Males - 5 
Female Children under Six Years old on 
Adult Females Fa 1 


wt 


——_ 


Total Number of Poor accounted for by the 
Governors - i 1 


— — 1 


— 


N. B. The keeping an exact Account of the Proportions of 
Males and Females in each Article will give @ good Inſight into 
be Marals of the Place, and ſerve to point out the beſt Remedies 


\ : 4 0 Fr 
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for the leſſening, or removing reigning Evils. And in regard lo the 


Diſtinction of Perſons under Six Years of Age from thoſe above, this 
likewiſe partly tends to the ſame Point, and partly helps to diſ- 
cover the Number of Hands capable of being ſet to abcr, from 
thoſe who are not. 


As to the Liſt of Paupers without Doors, it may be kept in 
the following Manner : 
Occaſional Poor on the Books at the Cloſe of laſt 


Year, Males Females { 7" | Gs 
Ditto relieved this Year, Males Females To- 
tal — — — a 3 


_—— 


Total Charge of occaſional Poor — = 


Occaſional Poor who have been diſmiſſed, or have had 


their Pay withdrawn, Males Females To- 
tal * — 1 * 
Ditto now on the Books, Males Females Total 


Total of occaſional Poor accounted for - 


Tat High-Sheriff of the County having received all theſe 
Copies from each Diſtrict at, or beides the 1ſt of May in every 
Year, is forthwith to cauſe them to be printed, and to bind up 
all the ſeparate Accounts in One Book or Volume, at the Ex- 
pence of the County: Then he is to ſend Twelve Copies to the 
Steward of each Diſtrict, = One to be laid up among the 
Records of the Court, Two for the Uſe of the Prefident, and 
One to each of the Vice-Preſidents; and the remaining Six are 
to be left for the general Ute and Inſpection of the other Mem- 
bers of the Court, The Sheriff is alſo to preſent One Copy to 
each Gentleman to whom he ſends his Summons to be upon the 
Grand Jury at the Summer Attizes (not omitting making a Pre- 
ſent of a Copy to each of the Judges on the Circuit :) And 
when the Grand Jury are met, and have gone thro' the other 

Buſineſs 
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Buſineſs of the Seſſions, they are then to make a formal Preſen- 
tation to the Court of the Preſident and Governors of that Diſtrict, 
which in their Opinion hath been beſt conducted, in order to receive 
the public Thanks of the County for their great Care and Dili- 
gence. And when the Judge on the Bench (hall preſent the Preſi- 
dent with ſuch Thanks, he ſhall likc wife give him a large Silver 
Medal to be provided by the Hi:h-Sheriff (but ſtruck at the Ex- 
pence of the County) containing the King's Buſt, his Titles, and 
the Date of the Year on one Side, —and on the other, ſome pro- 
per Emblem, or expreſſive Device, together with this Scriptara! 
Motto, Vorthy of double Honour. Or, if the Preſident ſhould 
not be in Court, the Judge may from the Bench charge the 
High-Sherift to execute this Commiſſion in his Name, and that 
of the County. 


MoREoveR, if the Grand Jury in examining the reſpective 
Accounts of each Diſtrict, ſhall find ſuch groſs Miſmanagement 
or Miſipplication of the Charity in any one as indicates corrupt 
and diſhoneſt Practices, they ſhall without Favour or Affection 
preſent the Court-Guardians of that Diſtrict, as, in their Opinion, 
delerving to be brought to their Frial for a Breach of folemn 
Truſt: And in Conſequence thereof, the Proſecution ſhall be 
carried on at the Expence of the County in the King's-Bench, 
not at the County Aſfizes ; and the Defendants are to ſupport the 
ſuit at their own proper Coſts and Charges, vat with the public 
Money, viz. The Perſons acting, or who ought to have acted in 
that Affair, and allo all thoſe who have ſigned and paſſed the Ac- 
counts, ſhall pay ;—The Preſident Four Shares, — Each of the 
Vice-Preſidents Two Shares,-—And each Gu.rdian who ſigned 
the Account One Share, 


Tnvus have I attempted to draw the Out-lines of a genera! 
and national Plan for amending the preſent Set of Poor Laws, 
or rather for repealing them, and introducing quite another 
Syſtem in their Stead.—If I have ſucceeded in any Degree, 
I ſhall not think my Time, or Labour ill beſtowed ; And if : 

| . .. ſha 
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(hall be ſo happy as to excite the Genius of Perſons more 
competent than myſelf to undertake the Execution of ſuch an 
arduous Affair, this likewiſe will give me Pleaſure, Nay, if 
1 have failed in all Reſpects, I have ſtill the Comfort to re- 
flea, That 1 meant the beſt, and that it can be no Diſgrace 
to have failed in this Caſe, ſeeing that many, very many, and 

able, and honeſt Men have often failed before me. But if 
theſe Sheets ſhould fall into the Hands of any Perſons, who 
think the preſent Plan worth their Attention and Improvement, 
they are deſired to return the Papers with their marginal Cor- 
rections and Amendments, to their reſpectful humble Servant, 


either at the Deanery of Giocęſter, or at his Houſe in Br:/tol. 


* * 


